     To begin to get know each of you, let me share a few tidbits about myself, which hopefully will help us start conversations, allowing for rich relationships between you and I which will deepen and grow over the years. I grew up in Urbandale, Iowa, a suburb of Des Moines.  My parents, Velma & Jim Caldbeck, still live in the house I grew up in, and at 82 & 85 are still fiercely independent, and active in their Episcopal Church, their community and the Lion’s Club.  I have an older sister, Nancy, who is married to Ted, and they have two grown married children.  Their eldest is Scott who has been married to his wife Elizabeth for a year.  Their youngest is Tamara who has been married to her husband Adelaido, for 5 years and they have an 8-month-old son, Leo, my great-nephew. 

     My nickname in college was “chainsaw” because I was a forestry major who worked in a cooperative education program with the USFS and knew how to fell trees.  As a forest service employee, I lived in Ohio, working first on the Ironton Ranger District, then later at the USFS Research Station in Delaware, Ohio.  This was when I grew to love the geography and people of Southern Ohio.  At the same time as an Iowa State undergraduate, I worked in campus ministry for the Episcopal Parish of Ames, Iowa.  Nearing graduation, the rector asked my why I was going to forestry graduate school, instead of seminary.  This was exactly the right question, and eventually, I did end up following the call he suggested and becoming a priest.

     Of course, my path from Forestry to Middletown has been varied and winding. I spent a few years living and working in St. Paul, MN at the MNDNR doing Wild and Scenic River Planning.  Somewhere along the way, I earned a few degrees, including a Ph.D. in modern church history from Northwestern University.  I wrote my thesis on the Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray, a poet, civil rights activist, college professor and the first African American woman ordained to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church.

     For the last eight years I’ve been a reference librarian at the United Library which served Seabury-Western Theological Seminary and Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, IL, (the first suburb north of Chicago).  As librarian and adjunct faculty at both seminaries, my areas of research and teaching include women & religion, African American religion, the Episcopal Church, and religion in America, as well as, a “how to research & write a thesis” course.  I know a little about unemployment because with the economic downturn Seabury sold their property (including their share in the library), and Garrett’s endowment declined, so they cut my position in April.  Thankfully, at the same time, I was working at the Cathedral Church of St. James in Chicago, so I wasn’t completely without income and ministry while I listened for where God wanted me next.   

     Searching for a full-time parish position, I realized I wanted to live in a smaller city.  The profile of the Church of the Ascension, and the search committee really touched my heart as a strong, good congregation, with whom I could share the love of God.   Thus, I’ve discerned a call to join you, to share in your journey and to work with you to love God, love each other and grow the church.  This is the best place I could be, and we are going to have fun! Grace and peace to you, I am looking forward to getting acquainted.

